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Eardrum conditions and presentations

Red flags for perforation of the eardrumEardrum perforation size guide

Small 
(less than 2%)

Large 
(more than 30%)

Medium 
(more than 2%, less than 30%)

Subtotal 
(only remnants of the 

eardrum remain)

A perforation 
in the attic 
(upper) region 
of the eardrum 

Severe 
retraction of 
the eardrum

Crust 
granulation or 
discharge in 
the attic region 

If any of the above conditions is believed to be present,  
refer patient to specialist.


